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need to be alarmed and are to carry on with their normal
occupations. Any action hostile to the Japanese and any
attempts to pass information to the English will be punished
with death.
•*
Awakening of the people of Borneo.
The Japanese occupation of British Borneo has a far-
reaching effect on Dutch Borneo. The natives, observing
the excellent discipline of the Japanese troops and hearing
that they have come to rescue small races from their op-
pressorsj look upon them as their saviours. They determine
to free themselves from the harsh rule of Holland. The
Dutch authorities take alarm and issue one order after
another as soon as they get wind of what is going on. Anyone
suspected of being concerned in the movement is promptly
to be thrown into prison without further inquiry. Some are
executed, some are imprisoned on the ground that they have
sold food to the Japanese. The result is that native hatred
of the Dutch grows worse from day to day.
The Government of the Netherlands protests to that of
Japan that its troops are stirring up revolt. Our Government
repudiates the accusation and alleges that the Dutch
officials are ill-treating the natives, and makes an appeal
in the name of humanity.
But there is a limit to everything, and at last the natives
band themselves together, take to their weapons and attack
the Dutch authorities. The guards are defeated and several
officials butchered. Finally, the natives succeed in gaining
control of Dutch Borneo. Their leader, Pengilan Bendullah,
sends a mission to the officer in command of the Japanese
forces and states quite frankly that he intends to set up an
independent state under Japanese guidance.
The other islands react at once, as to an electric impulse,
and by the time the British Fleet from Europe reaches the
Straits of Sunda, the Celebes have shaken off Dutch fetters
and both Java and Sumatra are in the throes of rebellion.
(4) Escape of Mackeerfs Squadron
It will be of interest to leave the Battle Fleets for a time
and to follow the fortunes of Vice-Admiral Mackeen in his

